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University	of	Minnesota,	Morris	
Academic	Program	Assessment	Plan	
Academic	Program:	Latin	American	Area	Studies	
Academic	Division:	Social	Science	
Program	Contact:		
Name:	Benjamin	Narvaez	 Phone:	x6182	 Email:	bnarvaez@morris.umn.edu	
	
	
In	the	space	below,	list	your	Program	Student	Learning	Outcomes	(PSLOs):	
 
1. Students will be able to think critically and communicate effectively, through informed understandings of Latin 
America, on issues of historical, social, economic, and political processes affecting the region. 
  
2. Students will be able to locate relevant research resources and apply them in conducting research on Latin America. 
  
3. Students will be able to competently compare and contrast the different countries and regions of Latin America from 
the perspectives of its diverse human populations and societies. 
  
4. Students will be able to apply an inter-disciplinary perspective to gain a deeper understanding of Latin America.	
	 	
Enter	Academic	Program	Name:		
Program	Student	Learning	
Outcome(s)	to	be	assessed	
How	will	you	measure	
the	outcome?	
Where	will	the	data	
be	collected	and	by	
whom?	
When	will	the	data	be	
collected?	
Overlap	with	CSLOs?*	
If	yes,	which	CSLO?	
2016-17	
 
1. Students will be able to 
think critically and 
communicate effectively, 
through informed 
understandings of Latin 
America, on issues of 
historical, social, economic, 
and political processes 
affecting the region. 
  
	
Students	in	LAAS	3100	(Contemporary	Latin	America)	meet	every	semester.	A	
new	assignment	requires	them	to	write	a	4-5	page	paper	at	the	end	of	the	
semester	that	addresses	major	contemporary	economic,	social,	and	political	issue	
confronting	a	country	in	Latin	America.	Students	are	required	to	incorporate	
multiple	sources	for	each	issue	they	focus	on.	In	terms	of	assessment,	3	LAAS	
faculty	will	review	the	final	papers	from	Fall	2016	and	Spring	2017	at	the	end	of	
the	Spring	2017	semester	and	asses	whether	or	not	students	succeeded	in	
identifying	significant	issues,	incorporated	quality	sources	(in	terms	of	reliability	
and	content),	and	effectively	analyzed	and	communicated	the	issues	identified	in	
the	paper.	Based	on	this	assessment,	we	will	make	any	necessary	adjustments	to	
the	assignment	for	semesters.	
	
2017-18	
3. Students will be able to 
competently compare and 
contrast the different 
countries and regions of 
Latin America from the 
perspectives of its diverse 
human populations and 
societies. 
	
At	the	beginning	of	the	Spring	2018	semester,	all	students	in	the	HIST	1601	
(Introduction	to	Latin	America)	will	be	asked	to	take	a	25-question	quiz	(multiple	
choice	and	true/false)	about	their	knowledge	of	Latin	American	history	and	
contemporary	society.	The	questions	will	take	into	account	similarities	and	
differences	throughout	the	region	and	highlight	the	region’s	diverse	nature.	On	
the	last	day	of	the	semester,	all	students	in	the	course	will	retake	the	quiz.	We	
will	then	compare	scores	to	see	if	individual	students	and	the	class	as	a	whole	
have	gained	greater	insight	into	the	diverse	nature	of	Latin	America.	
	
2018-19	
2. Students will be able to 
locate relevant research 
resources and apply them in 
conducting research on Latin 
America. 
 
 
	
Students	in	LAAS	3201	(Bibliographic	Tools)	are	required	to	chose	and	conduct	
research	on	a	topic	related	to	Latin	American	Area	Studies	that	ultimately	results	
in	an	annotated	bibliography	that	includes	at	least	24	sources	(both	primary	and	
secondary,	and	from	different	databases,	repositories,	and	formats).	The	
assignment	also	includes	a	detailed	introduction	that	synthesizes	the	sources,	
highlighting	the	main	themes,	issues,	and	areas	of	future	research	pertaining	to	
the	larger	topic.	For	assessment	purposes,	at	the	end	of	Spring	semester	2019,	
three	LAAS	faculty	will	examine	the	final	annotated	bibliographies	(student	work	
will	remain	anonymous	to	the	reviewers)	and	determine	whether	students	have:	
a)	identified	a	clear	research	topic,	b)	incorporated	the	various	types	of	required	
sources,	c)	effectively	and	clearly	described	the	contents	of	each	source,	d)	was	
able	to	draw	connections	between	the	sources	in	the	introduction.		
	
	
2019-20	
 
4. Students will be able to 
apply an inter-disciplinary 
perspective to gain a deeper 
understanding of Latin 
America.	
Between	the	third	and	sixth	weeks	of	the	Fall	2018	semester,	students	in	LAAS	
4901	(Senior	Capstone),	will	be	required	to	write	a	three-page	reflection	paper	
that	addresses	how	their	interdisciplinary	experience	in	the	major	has	shaped	
their	understanding	of	Latin	America’s	past,	present,	and	future	in	terms	of	one	
of	the	following	issues:	race	and	ethnicity,	class,	gender,	economics,	cultural	
production,	and	politics.	Students	will	be	asked	to	incorporate	knowledge	they	
have	gained	from	at	least	three	disciplines	and	to	identify	connections	between	
them.	Three	LAAS	faculty	will	review	this	paper	(student	work	will	remain	
anonymous).	If	students	appear	unable	to	make	these	connections,	we	will	
reconsider	how	best	to	promote	an	interdisciplinary	understanding	of	Latin	
America.		
	
2020-21	
2. Students will be able to 
locate relevant research 
resources and apply them in 
conducting research on Latin 
America. 
 
	
Students	in	LAAS	3201	are	required	to	write	a	review	paper	on	four	journal	
articles	on	a	specific	topic	related	to	Latin	American	Area	Studies	that	they	have	
chosen.	In	terms	of	assessment,	three	LAAS	faculty	will	examine	these	papers	
(student	work	will	remain	anonymous)	during	the	spring	2021	semester	to	
determine	whether	students	were	able	to	find	articles	that	significantly	relate	to	
each	other	and	whether	the	students	effectively	synthesized,	compared,	
analyzed,	and	critiqued	the	four	articles.	
	
*CSLOs	are	Campus	Student	Learning	Outcomes.	These	are	reprinted	below	for	your	convenience.	Your	PSLOs	need	not	overlap	with	CSLOs,	but	if	your	
PSLO	does	reinforce	or	overlap	with	a	CSLO,	please	report	that	information.	 	
Please	report	any	other	planned	assessment	for	your	academic	program	in	the	space	below:	
	
	 	
UMM	Campus	Student	Learning	Outcomes	(CSLOs)	
Approved	Unanimously	by	the	Curriculum	Committee,	December	10,	2009	
Approved	by	Campus	Assembly,	March	3,	2010	
	
The	University	of	Minnesota,	Morris’s	goal	is	for	students	to	have	gained,	by	the	time	of	graduation:	
	
1.	Knowledge	of	Human	Cultures	and	the	Physical	and	Natural	World	through:	
a)	Core	studies	in	the	liberal	arts:	arts,	histories,	humanities,	languages,	mathematics,	sciences,	and	
social	sciences	
b)	In-depth	study	in	a	particular	field:	its	schools	of	thought,	advanced	theories,	language,	and	
methods	of	inquiry	
c)	Engagement	with	big	questions,	both	contemporary	and	enduring	
2.	Intellectual	and	Practical	Skills,	practiced	extensively	across	students’	college	experiences,	including:	
a)	Inquiry	and	analysis	
b)	Critical	thinking	and	problem-solving	
c)	Creative	thinking	and	artistic	expression	
d)	Written,	multi-media,	and	oral	communication	
e)	Quantitative	literacy	
f)	Information	and	technology	literacy	
g)	Collaboration	
3.	An	Understanding	of	the	Roles	of	Individuals	in	Society,	through	active	involvement	with	diverse	
communities	and	challenges,	including:	
a)	Civic	knowledge	and	engagement—local	and	global	
b)	Intercultural	knowledge	and	competence	
c)	Aesthetic/artistic	engagement	
d)	Environmental	stewardship	
e)	Ethical	reasoning	and	actions	
4.	Capacity	for	Integrative	Learning,	including:	
a)	Synthesis	and	advanced	accomplishment	across	general	and	specialized	studies,	and	through	coand	
extra-curricular	activities	
b)	Application	of	knowledge,	skills,	and	responsibilities	to	new	settings	and	progressively	more	
complex	problems	
c)	Skills	for	sustained	learning	and	personal	development	
